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Urgent transfer
1 Call the receiving hospital
Confirm transfer and surgeon availability. Continue stabilization.
Do not delay transfer for tests, scoring or paperwork.

2 Send what you already have
History and exam with times; medicines/doses, fluids or blood products and response;
available results, reports and original images. 

3 Highlight the key handoff details

Condition Tell the receiving team

GI foreign body Object and timing; attempts to treat and response; free gas or fluid if seen.

Abdominal bleeding Perfusion / blood pressure; fluids or blood products and response; available FAST / fluid findings. Do not delay for
mass FNA or staging.

GDV Decompression and times; ECG findings; lactate results with sample times and treatments given before each
sample. Do not delay for repeat lactate.

Pyometra Last heat and duration; hydration, temperature and urine output; rupture / sepsis concern. Urine culture is collected
at surgery; not required before transfer.

Septic abdomen / bowel
leak

Timeline, perfusion and deterioration; operation report if relevant; available fluid cytology / culture.

Ottawa Animal Emergency & Specialty Hospital (OAESH)
Full checklists: smallanimalsurgeon.com/referral-centre

https://www.smallanimalsurgeon.com/referral-centre?condition=foreign-body#prepare-referral
https://www.smallanimalsurgeon.com/referral-centre?condition=abdominal-bleeding#prepare-referral
https://www.smallanimalsurgeon.com/referral-centre?condition=gdv#prepare-referral
https://www.smallanimalsurgeon.com/referral-centre?condition=pyometra#prepare-referral
https://www.smallanimalsurgeon.com/referral-centre?condition=septic-abdomen#prepare-referral
https://www.smallanimalsurgeon.com/referral-centre#prepare-referral
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